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Welcome to the very best of West 

Africa. The Gambia is known 

as the Smiling Coast of Africa 

thanks to the genuine warmth and friendli-

ness of its people. For us, tourism is not just 

an activity but a way of life. Here, you can 

enjoy guaranteed sunshine, genuine friend-

ship, a beautiful culture and the naturally 

relaxing environment of our fantastic golden 

beaches on the Atlantic Ocean. 

For more than four decades our beautiful country 

has played host to tourists from all over the world. 

We are pleased to say that most of them have 

thoroughly enjoyed their stay and many have 

returned again and again and have made good 

friends among our people.

variety and investMent

It is my pleasure to present this special 

publication, designed to showcase the range of 

accommodation we off er, from fi ve-star resorts 

to budget hotels in the two-star and three-

star categories. Thanks to the wide variety of 

properties, there is something to suit the budget 

and taste of all categories of visitors and tourists.

The Membership of the Gambia Hotel Association 

off ers the visitor a wide selection of hotels, 

from simple middle-market resorts to luxury 

accommodation and from pleasant small 

properties to international chains with state-of-

the-art facilities.

It is worth pointing out that, lately, The Gambia 

has become a prime target for investors, 

thanks mainly to its peaceful disposition and 

liberal economic environment. This has been 

reinforced by the Government’s eff orts to create a 

favourable environment for tourism to thrive and 

fl ourish. The hospitality industry has witnessed a 

ForeWord

visitors sPoilt for 
cHoice By ever-Wider 
vAriety of ProPerties
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transformation as more upscale properties and 

related infrastructure have emerged to add to 

the stock of high value and sophisticated hotel 

properties in the tourism development area. These 

facilities have added value to the tourism product 

while enhancing the profi le of the Smiling Coast.

unWind on the sM i l ing coast

A variety of cuisine is served in the various hotels, 

from local favourites and delicacies to Asian and 

Continental dishes. This, coupled with a unique 

sense of hospitality and openness among the local 

people, provides a natural reassurance that whether 

you are yearning for peace and tranquillity, or just 

to unwind and relax, the Smiling Coast has resorts 

and hotels that will meet your taste.

In short, we continuously seek to surpass the 

expectations of our guests, never losing sight of 

the fact that they do, indeed, have a choice.

Lizzy Jallow
Chairperson, Gambia Hotel Association
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Tourism in The Gambia has witnessed 

rapid growth over the past several 

years. This is illustrated by the accel-

erated growth in the number of visitors as 

well as by other economic indicators related 

to hotel capacity and tourism investment. 

Indeed, the Gambia is fast becoming the 

most sought-after destinations in West Africa 

for various categories of holidaymakers.

Thousands of international visitors come to The 

Gambia each year, drawn by its beaches, birdlife, 

sunshine, and the nation’s principal asset, its 

people, whose hospitality and friendliness have 

made it The Smiling Coast. Tourism has become 

the fastest-growing sector of the economy, 

contributing 12 per cent of the country’s 

gross domestic product (GDP) and providing 

employment for over 100,000 Gambians. More 

and more visitors are returning year after year. 

hosP ital ity and culture

One of the unique advantages of The Gambia 

compared with many other destinations is its 

ideal location on the western tip of Africa, which 

means it is just six hours’ fl ying time from major 

European markets. Other special advantages 

include the genuine warmth and friendliness of its 

people; and the wide choice of fascinating places 

to visit, acting as a magnet for holidaymakers 

in search of sun, sand and cultural experiences. 

There is no question that The Gambia is a haven 

of peace and tranquillity.
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Owing to these unique qualities and many more, 

The Gambia has continued to provide a safe and 

enjoyable destination for discerning tourists and 

visitors from far and wide.

Currently, the tourism industry is undergoing 

a robust transformation in all spheres. This 

includes rebranding its image and creating 

new products in such sectors as birdwatching, 

fishing, upriver cruising, yachting, business 

tourism and cultural tourism.

nat ional her itage

Ecotourism is a significant product because of 

the Gambia River, a natural haven for all kinds 

of birds. This in turn provides opportunities 

for communities along the river to devise and 

develop community-driven tourism enterprises. 

In the field of arts and culture, the conservation of 

national heritage sites has continued to add value 

to the tourism product. Some of these have been 

declared World Heritage Sites by Unesco. 

The biennial International Roots Festival and 

the African Kanilai International Cultural Festival 

are major events that put The Gambia in the 

international spotlight while giving a boost to 

cultural tourism and promoting Gambian cultural 

values and heritage.  

The capital, Banjul, is a major tourist destination in 

its own right. In addition to the Albert Market and 

other key attractions within the city such as the 

National Museum of Gambia and the Arch 22 gate 

commemorating the bloodless coup of 22 July 

1994 that toppled the government of Sir Dawda 

Jawara, visitors have an opportunity to go on a 

day cruise through the mangrove creeks around 

Banjul, while the Abuko Nature Reserve, only 15 

miles from the city centre, is home to some 200 

species of animals and birds.

Above all, visitors to The Gambia invariably 

mention the wonderful hospitality of the Gambian 

people and their genuine warmth and friendliness. 

This is the jewel in the crown and a unique selling 

point for Destination Gambia.
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The Gambia Hotel Association (GHA) 

was formed in 1973 with a member-

ship of four hotels. Over the years the 

membership has grown to 35 hotels. The 

Association represents all the major hotels 

in The Gambia ranging from two-star to 

five-star category.

Member hotels are located in all the main tourist 

areas including Banjul, Bakau, Bijilo, Kotu, 

Senegambia and Brufut. 

The Association has a permanent secretariat, 

located at the Golden Beach Hotel, which 

provides administrative and institutional support 

for all its members. 

Miss ion 

Our mission is to unify and strengthen the 

country’s hotel sector and also to promote tourism 

in The Gambia in collaboration with Government 

agencies – the Gambia Tourism Board (GTB) and 

the Department of State for Tourism & Culture 

alongside with other stakeholders. 

aiMs and act iv it i es

•  To put forward the interests of member hotels 

to third parties, namely, the Ministries, GTB and 

other agencies.

•  To ameliorate the quality of the hotels in 

collaboration with GTB.

•  To establish a platform for member hotels 

to exchange experience and knowledge and 

tackle issues as a team at monthly meetings. 

•  An annual general meeting is held in January 

at which the year’s activities and achievements 

are reviewed and projections for the next year 

are discussed. Nomination of the Executive 

Committee also takes place at the AGM.

•  To distribute information among member 

hotels on developments relating to the industry.

•  Corporate marketing by representing member 

hotels at international and local trade fairs, 

via the internet (www.gambiahotels.gm) and 

through promotional material such as brochures.

•  To represent member hotels at all tourism forums.

•  To organise training programmes for staff of 

member hotels in collaboration with national 

and international training organisations such as 

the National Training Authority (NTA) and the 

Netherlands-based organisation PUM.

•  To support the Gambia Hotel School, the main 

institution offering specialised training in tourism.

Each GHA hotel offers a consistent level of quality 

in terms of accommodation, cuisine and service, 

all with a distinctive national and international 

touch. In 2010 the GHA hosted the Africa Travel 

Association (ATA) meeting in The Gambia with 

a view to further showcasing its products and 

services and extending its reach to the USA. This 

event was a great success, demonstrating the 

unity and dynamism of GHA member hotels. In 

return, the ATA committee nominated the current 

Minister of Tourism and Culture as its president.

For guests who want to be sure of an enjoyable 

holiday, with memories that will last a lifetime, 

the best way to start is by looking at the GHA 

properties. The Gambia Hotel Association is a 

driving force in the country’s tourism industry.

6
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Famed for its hospitality, The Gambia 

is a natural choice when it comes to 

hosting events. In addition to beauti-

ful beachside locations, visitors can expect 

to fi nd warm and genial hotel staff  with a 

talent for organisation and smooth running 

of events – thus ensuring a relaxing and 

enjoyable time for all.

As a sought-after tourist destination The Gambia 

is also a fast-growing business destination where 

conferences and business-related events are 

the order of the day. Recent examples include 

the Green Africa Sustainability Conference and 

the African Women in Leadership Organisation 

(AWLO) conference in 2012. 

toP-class Fac i l it i es

The famous Gambian hospitality has been 

matched by a growing range of facilities able 

to cater for events of all kinds, from meetings, 

conventions and international conferences to 

exhibitions and banquets. 

Purpose-designed conference facilities can be 

found throughout the country. Many of these 

have interpretation loops for international 

conferences. Trained staff  are on hand to assist 

with organisation, making sure that things run 

smoothly with as much or as little input as 

desired. Catering services are available, too, 

allowing delegates to enjoy good food, whether 

the occasion is a luncheon, a banquet or a small 

business meeting. 

bus iness and celebrat ion

Spacious ballrooms with a capacity of up to 

1,500 people provide an ideal venue for such 

popular occasions as gala events and banquets. 

Many hotels also have smaller meeting rooms for 

between 20 and 80 people as well as VIP rooms. 

Moreover, the pleasant climate and welcoming 

staff  create the perfect ambience for leisure when 

the business day is over. Many hotels provide fi rst-

rate accommodation and cuisine as well as leisure 

facilities such as swimming pools, gymnasiums, 

spas and massage services. 

With such a wide choice of attractive facilities, 

The Gambia is also a perfect setting for wedding 

ceremonies and celebrations. There is almost 

uninterrupted sunshine and many hotels have 

beautiful gardens with ocean views and unrivalled 

beach access as well as ballrooms and other facilities 

to ensure a romantic and spectacular occasion. 

7
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Famed for its long beaches and ample 

sunshine, The Gambia is ideal for 

relaxation, while for the more intrepid 

traveller there is an array of activities to 

enrich any visit, from sport to nightlife 

through to cuisine and culture. 

tours

From leisurely cruises on the River Gambia to 

excursions by 4x4 vehicle, a variety of organised 

tours can be arranged through hotels and 

package holiday operators. Most tour operators 

will collect guests from their hotel and these tours 

range in duration from a few hours to several days. 

Journeys in West African river craft and historical 

and cultural visits are increasingly popular and 

there is an ever-growing interest in ecological trips. 

Many excursions begin with a leisurely 

boat journey along the River Gambia 

with the chance to spot dolphin 

on the return leg.

Many cultural and heritage 

trips investigate the relics of 

Why gaMbia?

from river cruises 
to eXtreme sPort 
– tHe gAmBiA HAs it All

the slave trade in the upriver villages of Albreda, 

Juff ureh and James Island.

Visits to the remote areas of southern Gambia 

can include travel in traditional pirogue boats, 

vistas of mangroves, possible monkey sightings, 

and a visit to the country’s only reptile farm. 

A trip to the southern village of Tanji captures the 

taste of an authentic Gambian fi shing community. 

Visitors can savour the aroma of the smoking 

sheds and witness the commotion and bustle of 

the day’s catch being unloaded. 

eco and Wi ldl i Fe

The Gambia is a birdwatchers’ dream with an 

abundance of birdlife that embraces some 560 

identifi ed species. Many hotels have resident 

bird specialists and some tour operators off er 

birdwatching trips and breaks. Guides are on 

hand to help guests fi nd the rarest and most 

elusive birds. They escort guests across a range 

of terrains, including forest, river and stream, to 

catch a glimpse of species such as red cormorant, 

pink-backed heron, fi re fi nches, red-billed hornbills 

and kingfi shers. For other wildlife experiences, the 

bravest of travellers can touch a wild crocodile 

at the Kachikally Spiritual Crocodile Pool, while 

the Bijilo Forest Park with its resident monkeys 

is a popular visitor attraction. The tranquil nature 

reserves are worth a visit. A popular destination in 

the western region is the Abuko Nature Reserve, 

which contains over 50 types of tropical tree 

as well as crocodiles, velvet monkeys and bush 

babies. On the west coast, Niumi National Park is a 

breeding ground for green turtles. The occasional 

hyena can be sighted there, too. 

Just 3 km from Tanji fi shing village, the Tanji River 

Bird Reserve provides an opportunity to spot 

some 300 species of birds. 
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One of the country’s largest protected reserves 

is Kiang West National Park, where colobus 

monkeys and warthogs can be seen. 

The River Gambia National Park is a place of 

serenity. Consisting of five islands, it is home to 

the Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Centre. For eco-

travelers, a visit to Makasutu Culture Forest is a 

must, while a leisurely drink at Lamin Eco Lodge 

provides wonderful vistas of mangroves and the 

occasional monkey. 

sun ,  sea and sand

Most hotels offer spa facilities, swimming pools, 

beach access and fine dining, often with cultural 

entertainment and music in the evening. There is 

a wide choice of restaurants to suit all tastes and 

bars with live African music, while the nightclubs 

stay open until the early hours. Shoppers can 

enjoy the craft markets in Bakau and Serrekunda 

as well as the busy Albert Market in Banjul.

F ish ing,  golF and skyd iv ing

Fishing is a big draw in The Gambia. Guests can 

enjoy fishing breaks or day excursions including 

sea, river and creek fishing expeditions. The 

day’s catch can usually be taken and cooked by 

the hotel chef. 

For golf lovers, the beautiful weather makes for 

a great day at Fajara Golf Course. Other sports 

waiting to be enjoyed include tennis, squash, 

beach volleyball, croquet and swimming. 

And if touching a wild crocodile isn’t scary 

enough, extreme sports are growing in 

popularity. During the 2012 Beach Boogie, 

skydivers landed on Kololi Beach from aircraft 

that had taken off from Banjul Airport.

9



The Gambia has a rich and colourful 

history. One of the best ways to enjoy 

this fascinating country is to explore 

its cultural heritage. 

From the earliest days of trans-Saharan traders 

in gold, ivory and slaves in the 9th and 10th 

centuries, The Gambia was an often-disputed 

land. In the 15th century the Portuguese settled 

there, taking control of the trade routes. Later 

came the colonial ‘scramble for Africa’ – a race 

to exploit the natural resources of the continent. 

During this time, the Latvian Duke of Courland 

colonised St Andrews Island. It was subsequently 

captured by the British in 1661 and renamed 

James Island. In the following years, the country 

was plagued by wars involving the French colony 

of Senegal and local tribes. 

In 1738 The Gambia was relinquished to the 

British and when slavery was abolished 

in 1807 James Island became an 

integral part of the fi ght against 

the illegal slave trade. The 

Gambia became a British 

Crown Colony in 1889. 

The country gained its 

independence in 1965 and 

became a republic in 1970. 

her itage

ricH History leAves 
A legAcy of eXciting 
PlAces to eXPlore

There is no doubt that the river-focused 

geography of this country has given it a pivotal 

role in the trading history of Africa – particularly 

the slave trade. Some 3 million slaves are believed 

to have been taken from the region during that 

period. Today, one of the most popular heritage 

products is the Gambia Roots Tour, inspired by 

Alex Haley’s book of the same name. During 

the tour, visitors go on a leisurely boat cruise 

down the Gambia River, with occasional dolphin 

sightings, to three World Heritage Sites: the 

villages of Albreda and Juff urah and the ancient 

trading post of James Island. There is a museum 

where visitors can fi nd out more about the history 

of the slave trading posts and the descendants of 

Alex Haley’s ancestor, Kunta Kinte. 

MuseuMs

The National Museum in Banjul is owned and 

run by the National Council for Arts and Culture, 
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which also organises a range of festivals including 

the biennial Jamoral Cultural Festival and the 

Roots Festival, which will take place in 2013. 

The museum houses an array of modern and 

ancient artefacts ranging from Stone Age pottery 

and traditional musical instruments to natural 

history exhibits from the various national parks, 

including a history of wildlife and clothing worn 

by dignitaries. 

A short ride on the Banjul Ferry takes visitors 

to the north bank of the Gambia River, where 

they can view the remnants of a fort, built by the 

British in 1827 to command the river, as well as the 

Six Gun Battery, constructed in 1815. 

The popular museum in Kachikally, Bakau, has 

intriguing exhibits ranging from tribal clothing, 

traditional musical instruments and cooking 

utensils to details of the country’s role in the 

Second World War. The oral tradition, an integral 

part of the cultural 

fabric of The Gambia, is 

marked throughout this 

museum and particularly 

through the history of the 

‘spiritual crocodiles’ in the adjoining 

crocodile pool.

MonuMents

The Gambian Stone Circles are believed to date 

from the Iron Age. This World Heritage Site forms 

part of the Senegambian stone circle complex, 

extending from the Gambia River north to the 

Saloum River in Senegal. Other popular visitor 

sites are the national monuments that mark the 

entrance to the city of Banjul, the King George VI 

Fountain, installed in 1937 to mark the coronation 

of that year, and the remains of a 15th century 

Portuguese chapel in Albreda.

culture and environMent

Eco lodges and forest parks are an ideal place to 

enjoy a relaxing day of culture, environment and 

nature. The Abuko Nature Reserve is one of the 

oldest and most visited national parks and Pirang 

Forest National Park is protected by the Pirang 

Bonto Eco-tourism Community Project, dedicated 

to the traditional practices of local communities. 

The Makasutu Culture Forest is a popular location 

with many cultural heritage experiences. Widely 

regarded as one of the fi nest eco-parks in the 

country, Makasutu has an abundance of wildlife 

including birds, fruit bats, baboons and fi sh, birds 

and fi sh. Visitors can take a boat trip through 

the mangroves in a traditional pirogue. They can 

listen to traditional players of the kora (a harp-like 

instrument made from calabash), or visit a local 

medicine man or taste freshly tapped palm wine. 

In the evenings, there is a wide choice of cultural 

entertainments in this beautiful location. 



Gambians from all walks of life enjoy 

bright, eye-catching fashion and 

visitors can stroll down virtually any 

street and fi nd a scene of riotous colour. 

Fabrics are often tie-dye, or ‘cuub’ (which means 

tie-dye in Wolof, one of the main tribal languages). 

Tie-dye is produced using a dip dye technique, 

often using local natural dyes such as mango 

leaf. Also very popular is batik fabric, produced 

by applying wax to create resistant areas before 

dyeing the cloth. Many craft markets buy their 

garments from the batik factory in Serrekunda, 

a family-run business, where visitors can see the 

process at fi rst hand. Master craftsmen can take 

more than a week of patient waxing and dyeing 

to produce their beautiful designs. Visitors can see 

this artistic work at fi rst hand and learn how the 

fabrics are used to tell a story.

Markets

Traditional weavers can be found in most craft 

markets producing cotton-based fabrics that can 

be bought directly from the craftsmen. 

There are craft markets in Fajara, 

Kololi, Bakau and Brikama, 

which is particularly famous 

for wood carving. The 

small craft market in 

Makasutu Culture 

Forest is also worth 

a visit. 

The largest market, 

however, is Banjul’s 

Albert Market, which 

sells a wide variety of 

products, from clothing, 

shoes and crafts to meat and 

shoPP ing For style

crAft fAirs Hold Key 
to smArt dressing

vegetables. This bustling 

market can seem almost 

endless, so walking shoes 

are a must.

culture

Clothing has played a signifi cant role 

in the culture and history of The Gambia and 

Asobi dress, a tradition whereby the same cloth 

is used to create garments for a group of people, 

is often worn for weddings. Tribal dress is on 

display in parades, particularly on Christmas Day, 

which is celebrated by everyone, Christian and 

Muslim alike. The Gambia National Museum in 

Banjul and the Kachikally Museum in Bakau also 

contain examples of traditional dress and modern 

fashions as well as musical instruments and other 

artefacts.
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The Gambia is a treat for the senses. 

Music is everywhere, while beauti-

ful beaches provide an endless vista 

and, for the nostrils, there is the bewitching 

aroma of good cooking. 

In a country bordering the Atlantic Ocean, 

it’s no surprise to fi nd that fi sh is a popular 

choice. There is an abundance of freshly caught 

delicacies such as fresh barracuda, captain fi sh, 

ladyfi sh, butterfi sh and Atlantic prawn to be 

found in the local restaurants. The succulent and 

delicious ladyfi sh, often with traditional yassa or 

benichin fl avours, is a ‘must try’. Both local and 

international fare is served in the country’s many 

restaurants including Italian and Indian cuisine. 

Good food is available, too, in many of the hotels, 

with excellent service accompanied by Gambian-

style geniality. 

trad it ional Food

From beach bars to more formal eating places, 

chicken yassa is on the menu almost everywhere. 

Made with an onion base, it has an aromatic fl avour 

and smells almost as delectable as it tastes. The 

most often served traditional dishes are:

yAssA – A chicken dish, although it is sometimes 

cooked with fi sh or other meats. This dish has an 

onion base with fresh lime and black pepper.

BenAcHin – A one-pot rice dish with beef or 

fi sh, cooked with fresh herbs, vegetables and 

tomatoes.

domodA – Meat or fi sh cooked in a peanut paste 

and accompanied by vegetables and rice.

nyAmBeH nyeBeH – made with beans, cassava 

and fried red snapper.

PePeH souP – a spicy, thick, rustic stew made 

with fi sh or meat.

suPerKAnJA – a stew made with okra, smoked 

fi sh and beef served with rice.

mBAHAl – a rice dish similar to risotto and 

prepared with smoked fi sh, beans and groundnut.

fisH BAll – cooked in a tomato stew with 

onions and black pepper and served with rice.

oyster steW – a truly traditional dish with 

oysters in abundance.

cAldo – steamed fi sh with lemon, onion and pepper.

When it comes to a refreshing drink, Julbrew is 

a popular choice. This locally brewed beer has a 

tangy, fresh taste that is very welcome in the heat 

of the Gambian evening. 

Most restaurants and hotels have ocean views 

and many provide balcony seating and al fresco 

dining to create the perfect atmosphere for a 

romantic dinner or a communal meal with family 

or friends. Guests can enjoy the good food and 

listen to the sound of the ocean waves. 

For true food lovers, there is an opportunity to 

learn how to cook Gambian style with Yabouy’s 

home cooking service tour.

13
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Ngala Lodge is a small, intimate hotel 

that is very popular with couples. 

This well established hotel is situ-

ated in a former Colonial mansion located 

near to the British High Commission and the 

Medical Research Council in Bakau.

Ngala Lodge is a boutique-style hotel set in 

beautiful tropical gardens. The hotel is a child-free 

establishment. Popular with repeat guests, Ngala 

Lodge has a relaxing ambience and a wonderful 

beachside location, making it ideal for a romantic 

break for two. With stunning ocean views, 

beautiful fl owers and delicious food, it is a perfect 

place for relaxation.

beaut i Fu l v istas

The hotel is located on Atlantic Road, Fajara, 

just 15 km from the airport. Accommodation 

consists of 18 suites furnished with an eclectic 

mix of European and West African art to create 

an individual character. Each suite has a private 

balcony or garden and most have a view of the 

ocean. The gardens lead to steps to a secluded 

cove. There is a deck with day beds and seating 

for guests to unwind and enjoy the tranquil sound 

of the waves.

cl i FF toP d in ing

Meals are served in the cliff top restaurant with 

splendid views over the Atlantic. The luxurious 

tented interior makes for an intimate setting 

and there is a terrace for guests who prefer the 

warmth and romance of dining al fresco. Very 

popular with the local community, the restaurant 

specialises in international cuisine. The English 

chef, Jonathan Groves, uses only the best local 

ingredients and is quickly earning a reputation as 

one of the best in The Gambia. 

There is also a bar serving an array of cocktails 

and refreshing drinks and low-key entertainment 

is provided on most evenings. 
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http://www.gambiatours.gm


Gambia Tours is a family-run ground 

handling company established in 

1983 and serving both the local 

community and the country’s many visitors 

from around the world.

The company gives assistance to tour operators 

and helps provide a solid structure for the tourist 

industry nationwide. 

Today it has a professional team of 75 people all 

focused on helping its guests to enjoy The Gambia, 

its culture and its natural wonders. Most of the sta�  

can speak English, French, German, Portuguese, 

Spanish and some Scandinavian languages.

Services include:

•  Hotel reservations

•  Airport transfers

•  Flight bookings to Europe

•  Wide selection of excursions in The Gambia and 

 Senegal high-lighting the culture, food and

 ambience of the region

•  Cruise ship handling

•  Long-term and short-term rental of vehicles.

GAMBIA TOURS

QUALITY HANDLING
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Excursions range from one-day experiences 

and city tours to overnight excursions to three-

day safaris using both road and river transport. 

Many of the excursions are focused on the 

Gambia River, while tours are also available to 

neighbouring Senegal.

EVENTS

Gambia Tours also participates in social and 

cultural events throughout The Gambia, including 

the ‘Clean the Nation’ programme, the Roots 

Festival and the Banjul Demba Cultural Festival. In 

addition, as a member of the Tourism and Travel 

Association of The Gambia (TTAG), the company 

is involved in sustainable and responsible tourism 

and the sponsoring of schools.

The company has a versatile fl eet of 70 vehicles 

to cater for its ever-expanding choice of 

excursions. These include buses, coaches, 4x4 

vehicles and ex-army safari trucks.

Gambia Tours also represents tour operators 

from Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, 

Portugal, Spain, the UK and most of the 

Scandinavian countries. 



http://www.bijilobeachhotel.com
http://www.capepointhotel.net


The peaceful and elegant Bijilo Beach 

Hotel is just 12 km from Banjul Inter-

national Airport and less than fi ve 

minutes’ walk from Bijilo Forest Park. 

An ideal spot in which to relax and unwind, 

the hotel o� ers a tranquil atmosphere and 

breathtaking views. It is also conveniently 

close to Senegambia, providing guests 

with ready access to beautiful 

beaches and the nightlife scene.

The Bijilo Beach Hotel is ideal 

for families, business and leisure 

travellers. There are 60 comfortable 

guest rooms comprising standard 

rooms, King Superior rooms and 

Cape Point Hotel is an outstanding 

example of Gambian baronial archi-

tecture. Catering for both leisure 

and business travellers, this award-winning 

hotel has a secluded environment where 

guests can unwind in an informal setting.

The owners and employees aim to provide a 

combination of modern, professional service and 

a genuine concern for environmental standards.

The hotel is centrally located in the delightful 

coastal town of Bakau, next to the capital, Banjul, 

with its vibrant local markets.

The hotel has comfortable rooms with high-

speed internet access and outstanding ocean 

B IJ I LO BEACH HOTEL

COMFORT, TRANQUILLITY AND 
FINE DINING BY THE OCEAN

CAPE POINT HOTEL

LUXURY AND COMFORT 
IN A SECLUDED SETTING

suites. A comfortable night’s sleep is high on the 

agenda, with all rooms off ering luxury duvets and 

blackout curtains. Rooms also have wireless high-

speed internet. A buff et breakfast is included in all 

room packages.

The hotel has two restaurants. The Clay Roof 

Restaurant off ers excellent dining in an intimate 

atmosphere overlooking the ocean. The Swedish 

chef o� ers a selection of international cuisine 

including Italian, French, Greek, Scandinavian and 

English as well as delicious traditional Gambian 

fare. Located at an upper level, with splendid 

ocean views, is the Ocean Bay Restaurant, where 

a complimentary full bu� et breakfast is served 

each morning. Guests can enjoy a relaxing drink in 

the Ocean Bay Bar.

views. Desks are 

provided so that 

business travellers can 

catch up with their work; 

while leisure travellers can 

pamper themselves with an 

extended range of luxury amenities.

Accommodation is in fi ve two-storey buildings 

containing superior double rooms and apartments 

en-suite facilities. All rooms are air conditioned 

with digital TV, minibar and hairdryer as standard. 

A full breakfast is served in the Clay Roof 

Restaurant, while a themed bu� et is available 

each evening with a choice of cuisine ranging 

from Mediterranean to Asian to African.

the hotel o� ers a tranquil atmosphere and 

breathtaking views. It is also conveniently 

close to Senegambia, providing guests 

with ready access to beautiful 

beaches and the nightlife scene.

The Bijilo Beach Hotel is ideal 

for families, business and leisure 

travellers. There are 60 comfortable 

guest rooms comprising standard 

rooms, King Superior rooms and 

catch up with their work; 

while leisure travellers can 

pamper themselves with an 

extended range of luxury amenities.
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http://www.sunsetbeachhotel.gm


Set in the heart of The Gambia’s 

tourism district, Sunset Beach Hotel is 

located along the sandy Kotu Beach. 

The hotel is known for its excellent service and 

the constant aim of owners and management 

is to deliver superior customer satisfaction by 

o� ering guests everything from classic three-

star elegance to modern standards of comfort. 

FAC I L IT I ES

Accommodation consists of 71 standard rooms, 10 

deluxe rooms and 16 junior suites or apartments. 

All rooms are fully air conditioned, with telephone, 

cable TV and free wireless connection; and all 

rooms have a smoke/fi re detector linked to a 

central control panel. Junior suites and apartments 

are furnished with a small kitchenette for the 

convenience of long-stay guests. 

UNWIND 

Guests are welcome to take a stroll down Sunset 

Boulevard and admire the colourful garden with 

its huge variety of tropical plants and fl owers. 

SUNSET BEACH HOTEL

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS, GOOD 
FOOD, COMFORTABLE ROOMS
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As the name of the hotel suggests, 

the sunsets in this part of the world are 

truly spectacular. Every evening, guests can 

look forward to the pleasure of watching this 

splendid creation of nature.

DEL IC IOUS FOOD

When it comes to good food, the hotel off ers 

sumptuous bu� ets and gourmet cuisine at the 

Sunset Café and Sunset Bar and Grill, located on 

a terrace by the pool with views over the beach 

and ocean. 

Both daytime and evening entertainment items 

are provided for guests to enjoy. 

Above all, Sunset Beach Hotel aims to ensure 

constant customer satisfaction and to deliver 

value for money.



http://www.discoverytours.gm


Discovery Tours is an award-winning 

ground handling company set up 

in 1993 by Farma Njie, a Gambian 

woman with over 30 years’ experience in 

the tourism sector.

The company operates a fl eet of air conditioned 

luxury coaches and mini coaches as well as 

safari trucks.

Over the years, the company has recruited and 

developed a team of experienced multilingual staff  

to look after its customers and take care of their 

requirements. It now employs a team of 35 people.

GAMB IA AND BEYOND

A range of cultural, gastronomic and tailor-made 

tours can be organised by Discovery Tours, both 

in The Gambia and in neighbouring countries 

such as Senegal.

With its wide experience, the company is able to 

provide unique programmes for a wide range of 

customers. Discovery Tours is agent for various 

reputable tour operators in many parts of the 

DISCOVERY TOURS

MAKING EACH JOURNEY 
A MAGICAL EXPERIENCE

world and it also o� ers services to individuals, 

incentive groups and the non-tourist sector.

BACK TO BAS ICS

Popular tours include a Back to Basics day trip to 

Makasutu, an ecological area on a tributary of the 

Gambia River; birdwatching excursions; a Bush and 

Beach Safari to untouched villages and beautiful 

beaches; and sport fi shing both at sea and from 

the beach.

Two-day excursions are available to the old 

capital, Georgetown, travelling by road and river. 

Shorter river trips are available, too, while one of 

The Gambia’s biggest attractions is the Roots 

programme, which includes a visit to a former slave 

station on James Island in the Gambia River.

D ISCOVERY SPEC IAL

For the visitor seeking to get acquainted with 

local life, the Discovery Special orientation tour is 

an ideal opportunity to meet friendly local people 

while discovering the culture, history and other 

delights that The Gambia has to o� er.
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Peacocks strolling in the lush tropical 

gardens set the tone for the Kairaba 

Beach Hotel, which o� ers a glimpse of 

paradise thanks to the splendour of the natural 

surroundings and the variety of fl ora and fauna 

to be found in this beautiful hideaway. 

Since it opened 22 years ago, the hotel has earned 

a fi ne reputation. Accommodation consists of 160 

exquisitely appointed rooms and suites including 

standard rooms, deluxe rooms, superior deluxe 

rooms, premium suites, executive suites, garden 

suites and the luxurious Presidential Suite. 

The Portuguese-style two-storey buildings feature 

spacious rooms with shaded terraces and fi ne 

views over the central pool and the ocean. The 

Kairaba Hotel International Conference Centre 

o� ers a choice of conference and meeting rooms 

including the multipurpose Jaama Hall and six 

smaller committee rooms.

The excellent Kairaba breakfast is served in 

the Kingfi sher Restaurant, while themed buff et 

evenings are a feature at the poolside Malimbe 

Restaurant, which also has an extensive lunch 

menu. Casa Fernando serves Mediterranean-

inspired cuisine, grills and barbecues, while the 

Shikra Restaurant off ers an exhilarating ‘world 

tour’ of fi ne cuisine.

KAIRABA BEACH HOTEL

LUXURY, GOOD FOOD – AND 
A CHANCE TO GO STARGAZING
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Recreational facilities include a 

pool with adjoining children’s area, 

lawn croquet, boules, outdoor chess 

and tennis courts (with the adjoining 

hotel) while the Golden Hands health studio 

off ers wellness and relaxation. There is also an 

in-house library. 

LUXURY AND STARGAZING

For a unique and enchanting experience, guests 

can enjoy a spot of stargazing from The Gambia’s 

only functional observatory.

Lovers of rich desserts can indulge their sweet 

cravings majestic at the Ice Cream Parlour. 

For a pleasant and relaxing drink, there is a choice 

of venues, ranging from the boisterous Havana 

Bar, with wide-screen TVs, to the quiet and 

sophisticated Monsoon Bar, the poolside Bolong 

Bar and the Beach Bar, with ocean views.

Luxury, style and excellent service are the 

watchwords at the Kairaba Beach Hotel.



The wide unspoilt beach of Kololi is 

the setting for the SunSwing Beach 

Resort, where guests can enjoy the 

sunset with a cool drink in an atmosphere of 

relaxation. 

Designed in a contemporary African style, this cool 

and comfortable resort comprises 59 spacious 

single and double bedded standard rooms and 19 

villas. All rooms are air conditioned and off er a view 

of the sea, pool or garden. In-room facilities include 

satellite TV, minibar, bath or shower, hairdryer and 

safe. In addition to these facilities, the villas come 

with fully equipped kitchenettes and separate living 

rooms, making them ideal for VIP clients, families 

and honeymoon couples.

SunSwing Beach Resort has a modern air 

conditioned hall for conferences, corporate lunches, 

banquets or weddings, which can also be held in 

the beautiful gardens. 

Children are welcome at 

this beachside resort, 

which has a large 

swimming pool 

SUNSWING BEACH RESORT

BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS, CANDELIT 
DINING AND GREAT MUSIC

Children are welcome at 

this beachside resort, 
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and a separate children’s pool. Shaded by palm 

trees, it’s a perfect space in which to cool off  and 

relax. Free sunbeds with parasols are provided. 

N IGHTL I FE

Guests can enjoy the sounds 

of The Gambia at Maddies 

Beach Club, famous for 

its Friday jazz night and 

Sunday acoustic blues. 

This beautiful wooden 

beachside bar, featuring 

a traditional thatched roof, 

was designed by a Gambian 

architect and built by local 

craftsmen using local materials. 

Maddies has a large terrace where 

guests can enjoy the relaxed atmosphere 

until the late hours. 

There is ocean-front dining at candlelit tables. The 

delicious food is made from fresh local ingredients 

and includes a catch of the day and seasonal 

specialties. Live music and fi re pits are provided in 

the evenings.



http://www.seaviewgardenshotel.gm


Surrounded by attractive tropi-

cal gardens, the four-star Seaview 

Gardens Hotel is just fi ve minutes’ walk 

from the white sands of the beach.

Seaview Gardens Hotel lies in the heart of the hotel 

district, off  Bertil Harding Road, only 20 minutes 

from Banjul International Airport. The hotel has a 

wide variety of facilities on site, while Kololi town 

is within easy walking distance, o� ering guests an 

opportunity to discover the local bars, restaurants 

and shops. 

ACCOMMODAT ION

Accommodation consists of comfortable villas and 

hotel apartments for between one and four guests, 

with family suites providing space for up to six. 

The hotel has 21 single deluxe rooms, 24 double 

luxury suites and three executive villas, all with air 

conditioning, balcony overlooking the grounds, 

en-suite bath/shower, direct-dial telephone, cable 

TV and wireless internet connection.

SEAVIEW GARDENS HOTEL

TRANQUIL SETTING 
NEAR A LOVELY BEACH 
AND A LIVELY TOWN

Guests can enjoy both European and African 

meals in the air conditioned Jasmine Restaurant, 

which is an all-day dining facility. There is also 

an à la carte menu. In addition, the hotel off ers 

poolside barbecue evenings with cultural 

entertainers and cocktail evenings with jazz 

bands and local musicians. It’s worth noting, too, 

that when guests undertake a fi shing excursion, 

and want to enjoy the fruits of their labour, the 

chef will prepare their catch at no extra charge.

RELAXAT ION FAC I L IT I ES

Guests are invited to relax and unwind at the 

Seaview Gardens Hotel. A massage facility is 

available onsite, while guests can also enjoy a 

bit of quiet time on the poolside loungers or 

cool o�  with a dip in the pool. The hotel also 

has a hairdresser and beauty salon to pamper 

and prepare guests for moonlit cocktails or a 

romantic meal in the restaurant.

Other facilities include concessions at the Seaview 

Gardens Restaurant at Kololi Beach and a free 

taxi service to the restaurant and the Cotton Club 

restaurant and nightclub.
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http://www.kombobeachhotel.gm


The Kombo Beach Hotel is one of the 

country’s most popular hotels, benefi t-

ing from a superb beachfront location. 

Situated in the Kotu area of The Gambia, the 

Kombo is renowned for its impressive range 

of activities and restaurants.

The Kombo Beach is the recipient of the Travelife 

Gold Award for the third time. The only resort 

hotel in The Gambia – and one of the few in Africa 

– to receive the Travelife Gold Award. Guests can 

choose between a relaxing or active beach holiday. 

ENTERTAINMENT TEAM

There is a fulltime entertainment team, enabling 

guests to participate in a wide range of activities. 

Alternatively, the guests can simply relax and 

unwind in the lush tropical gardens.

With a choice of three restaurants and four bars, 

each with a di� erent atmosphere, cuisine at the 

Kombo is renowned across The Gambia for its 

excellence.

LUSH GARDENS

All the rooms are set among the lush gardens in four 

buildings no taller than three storeys. There are 166 

standard rooms, 32 superior rooms, 32 premium 

rooms and 16 suites. In addition 8 self catering 

studios were built in 2011 providing further options 

and space for families.

Guest rooms are light and spacious, featuring 

either a patio or a balcony. Room amenities 

KOMBO BEACH

PERFECT COMBINATION

include air conditioning as standard as well as 

a TV set, mini fridge and hairdryer. During 2011 

all standard rooms and suites were refurbished, 

giving them a fresh new look, and during summer 

2012 the premium rooms were refurbished.

For those who want that little bit extra, superior 

rooms, premium rooms and suites are available. 

These are furnished to a higher standard with more 

amenities.

GOOD FOOD AND RELAXAT ION

The Kombo is the ideal venue for special occasions, 

meetings and events. Facilities for all kinds of 

events, both relaxed and formal, are available in The 

Brasserie or in one of the other restaurants and bars.

There is a diverse range of nightly entertainment, 

from live local music to themed evenings and 

dancing. Alternatively, guests can relax at the 

beachside bar or on the poolside terrace and 

absorb the sights and sounds of the ocean.
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With magnifi cent 

sand dunes in 

front of the hotel 

and wonderful views of the 

Atlantic Ocean, the Dunes Resort 

o� ers a truly African picture of 

natural beauty. 

Located in the heart of Serrekunda beside the 

golden sands of Kotu, the resort is just 25 minutes 

by shuttle bus or taxi from the capital, Banjul, and 

from Banjul International Airport. 

Accommodation consists of 22 air conditioned 

rooms, all with king-sized or double beds, balcony, 

free safety deposit box, hairdryer, telephone, 

satellite TV and minibar. Free Wi-Fi access is 

provided in the communal area. 

The restaurant at Dunes Resort has an al fresco 

dining area overlooking the ocean. Enjoy the sound 

of the waves as you sample the international 

cuisine. It’s the perfect spot for a romantic meal or 

for dining with friends and family. 

The Dunes Resort is ideal for relaxation, off ering 

massage treatments as well as a swimming pool 

with free sun loungers and pool towels.

DUNES RESORT

COMFORT, 
FINE DINING 
AND A GOLDEN 
PANORAMA

http://www.dunes.gm


Business Class passengers travel-

ling with Brussels Airlines can now 

enjoy the benefi t of a new, superior 

quality seat that can be readily converted 

into a fl at-lying 180-degree bed almost two 

metres long. 

The fl at bed is equipped with a pneumatic air 

cushion, allowing passengers to decide on the 

softness or hardness of the seat, and the body 

weight never exerts any pressure against the seat. 

FLAT BED TECHNOLOGY

Brussels Airlines is one of the fi rst airlines in 

the world to introduce this pneumatic cushion 

technology in a new, more fi nely tuned version. The 

fl at bed also o� ers a pleasant massage function, 

modular and dimmed lighting and 

several storage places for shoes 

or books, newspapers 

and magazines. 

Warm and 

contemporary colours 

have been chosen 

for this concept. The 

cabin is confi gured 

so that 24 out of 30 

passengers have direct 

access to the aisle and 

10 of the 30 Business 

Class passengers 

do not have a 

neighbour. All the 

seats o� er a high 

degree of privacy.

COMFORT

Economy Class passengers 

travel in Italian-designed 

ergonomic seats that o� er more 

comfort. The seats come with a 33 inches 

of legroom, allowing passengers to stretch out and 

relax during the fl ight. The head support can be 

adapted for height and width. The tactile individual 

nine-inch TV screens are equipped with a USB port.

Brussels Airlines operates four fl ights a week 

between Banjul and Brussels and beyond to 

hundreds of destinations throughout the world.
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BRUSSELS A IRL INES

FLOATING ON AIR – 
AS YOU FLY TO BRUSSELS

modular and dimmed lighting and 

several storage places for shoes 

passengers have direct 

access to the aisle and 

10 of the 30 Business 

Class passengers 

do not have a 

neighbour. All the 

seats o� er a high 

degree of privacy.

COMFORT

Economy Class passengers 

travel in Italian-designed 

ergonomic seats that o� er more 

comfort. The seats come with a 33 inches 



http://www.dds-construction.com
http://www.oceanbayhotel.com


Established in 2003, the swimming 

pool construction and maintenance 

specialist DDS has grown signifi -

cantly while maintaining the family values 

instilled by proprietor Colin Woods. 

Through continuous improvement, best practice 

and value-for-money service, DDS has 

developed into a dynamic and forward-

thinking company that has served its 

clients faithfully for nearly 10 years.

DDS takes pride in having assembled 

a team of specialist sta�  whose 

knowledge and skill is available to 

help clients attain their dreams of 

an a� ordable pool, patio, bantaba 

or poolscape environment. Clients 

Ocean Bay Hotel & Resort is a luxury 

hotel o� ering African charm with 

international standards. The hotel 

is located in the heart of the beautiful beach 

district of Cape Point, Bakau. Taxis and air 

conditioned hotel limousines are always 

available at short notice for transfer to and from 

Banjul International Airport, just 20 km away.

FRESHWATER SWIMMING

There are 195 air conditioned rooms consisting of 

deluxe rooms, premium suites, family apartments 

and executive maisonette suites. All rooms have 

king-sized or double/twin beds with private 

bathroom and balcony. 

For relaxation there is a freshwater swimming pool, 

with sunbeds and pool towels, and a children’s 

DDS

WHY DDS CUSTOMERS ARE 
GLAD THEY TOOK THE PLUNGE

OCEAN BAY HOTEL & RESORT

LUXURY RESORT WITH 
WONDERFUL OCEAN VIEWS

are provided with design-build or construction 

management services.

The pool store and service department is always 

on hand to support and maintain features designed 

and built by DDS and to provide knowledgeable 

advice on pool care and maintenance. A wide 

variety of parts and chemicals is available from the 

well stocked pool store. 

Full construction and renovation works are 

available to complement the company’s fi rst-rate 

swimming pool services.

DDS Swimming Pools & Construction is the 

natural choice when it comes to high standards of 

construction, service and support combined with 

good customer relations.

pool. There are also facilities for seasonal 

sport animation, children’s activities and 

traditional African evening entertainment. Tennis, 

golf and fi shing are available within and close by 

the resort.

Meals can be taken in a selection of three 

restaurants, including the Ocean Clipper for fi ne 

dining and fi ve bars. The hotel o� ers à la carte, half 

board and all-inclusive light options.

and value-for-money service, DDS has 

developed into a dynamic and forward-

thinking company that has served its 

clients faithfully for nearly 10 years.

DDS takes pride in having assembled 

a team of specialist sta�  whose 

knowledge and skill is available to 

help clients attain their dreams of 

an a� ordable pool, patio, bantaba 

or poolscape environment. Clients 

pool. There are also facilities for seasonal 

traditional African evening entertainment. Tennis, 

golf and fi shing are available within and close by 
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http://www.gambiabird.com


Gambia Bird, the national carrier of 

The Gambia, has achieved notable 

success in bringing e�  cient, sched-

uled travel to West Africa and opening the 

gateway to Europe and beyond.

The vision of Gambia Bird is to make travel safe, 

reliable and convenient for passengers within the 

West African subregion and also for those visiting 

from other continents. 

Passengers can be confi dent they are in safe hands 

when fl ying with Gambia Bird. Operational expertise 

is provided by Germania Airlines Group, which has 

26 years’ experience in the aviation industry. 

EXPANS ION

Gambia Bird recently introduced its second Airbus 

A319, giving the airline more scope to increase 

fl ight frequency to existing destinations and to 

expand its route network in West Africa, home 

to some of the most vibrant cities and beautiful 

beaches in the world. 

As a scheduled airline, Gambia Bird enables 

passengers to fl y at any time of the year. 

GAMBIA B IRD

AIR NETWORK OPENS GATE 
TO WEST AFRICAN TRAVEL

Independent business and leisure 

travellers can now tailor their 

itineraries. The airline provides 

connections to Banjul, Conakry, Monrovia, 

Dakar, Accra, Lagos, Freetown, Bamako, 

Douala, Abidjan and Ouagadougou as well as 

to London and Barcelona.

COMFORT AND HOSP ITAL ITY

Branded with the national colours of The Gambia, 

each aircraft seats 138 passengers. In both Premium 

and Economy Class, the airline o� ers a range of 

facilities to ensure in-fl ight comfort and hospitality.

All travel agencies, airlines and institutions can 

now access Gambia Bird via the Amadeus global 

distribution system, which allows air tickets to be 

booked worldwide. Tickets can also be booked 

using the Gambia Bird online booking system or 

through Gambia Bird Travel Shops. Further details 

can be found on the website.

connections to Banjul, Conakry, Monrovia, 

Dakar, Accra, Lagos, Freetown, Bamako, 

Douala, Abidjan and Ouagadougou as well as 
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Hon. Minister 
of Tourism and 
Culture for The 
Gambia, Fatou 
Mass Jobe-Njie, 
supporting 
Gambia Bird at 
the World Travel 
Market in 2012



http://www.senegambiahotel.com


Senegambia Beach Hotel has a 

wonderful location amid calm tropical 

gardens, where guests can admire the 

wide variety of birds as well as the occasional 

monkey from the nearby forest. The gardens 

are also home to the daily vulture feeding, 

which is not to be missed.

Accommodation consists of 331 rooms, studios 

and apartments and there is a wide range of 

facilities for guests. 

RELAXAT ION AND CULTURE

The hotel has two large swimming pools. The 

upper pool, close to the lobby, is an oasis of 

tranquillity, while the larger swimming pool, next 

to the beach, is the focus of daytime activities. 

Both pools are set in beautiful landscaped 

gardens that sweep down to the beach. 

Guests can enjoy the wonderful sandy beach 

where sun loungers are available. 

For the more active, there is a 

range of facilities for sports 

such as squash, tennis, 

beach volleyball and 

table tennis. 

SENEGAMBIA BEACH HOTEL

RELAX – OR GET ACTIVE 
– IN A TROPICAL PARADISE 

African culture is celebrated throughout the 

Senegambia Beach Hotel. The relaxing bar and 

lobby areas are decorated in traditional African 

style with local wood carvings. A programme of 

evening entertainment is provided, with events 

such as folklore nights and themed bu� ets 

refl ecting the culture of Africa. 

F INE FOOD

The hotel o� ers a choice of 

restaurants and bars. There is 

a charming thatched swim-up 

bar for light snacks and 

cooling drinks, while the main 

restaurant provides good food 

in a stylish setting. There is a 

spacious terrace where guests 

can dine al fresco and enjoy the 

tropical atmosphere. 

The hotel is located in the Kololi area, famous for 

its many bars, restaurants and busy craft market, 

o� ering a wide choice of facilities and leisure 

activities within easy walking distance.
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where sun loungers are available. 

For the more active, there is a 

range of facilities for sports 
F INE FOOD

The hotel o� ers a choice of 

restaurants and bars. There is 

a charming thatched swim-up 

bar for light snacks and 

cooling drinks, while the main 

restaurant provides good food 

in a stylish setting. There is a 

spacious terrace where guests 

can dine al fresco and enjoy the 

tropical atmosphere. 
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BADALA PARK HOTEL
PMB 467, Kotu Stream, Serrekunda • Tel: +220 460 400; 460 401
Fax: +220 460 402 • Email: badalaparkhotel@gmail.com

Set amid delightful gardens, the 204-room Badala Park Hotel is located in 
Kotu Creek, Serrekunda, a short walk from Kololi Beach.

Accommodation consists of 182 double rooms, four single rooms, fi ve suites 
and 16 triple rooms with kitchen. All rooms are en-suite with TV, private 
balcony, electric safe and ceiling fan or air conditioning.

There are four restaurants, including the Sunbird, which has an à la carte 
menu, and a specialist pizza restaurant. There are also three bars including a 
poolside bar.

The hotel has a large swimming pool with a children’s section.

There is a range of activities and sports on o� er, including water sports, 
fi shing, table tennis, horse-riding, quad biking, birdwatching and opportunities 
for river trips, 4x4 safaris and microlight aircraft fl ights.

1  = Map reference number as 
featured on page 38
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BAMBOO GARDEN HOTEL
Off  Bertil Harding’s Highway, Duplex Complex Centre, Kololi, KSMD
Email: reservations@bamboohotel.gm • www.bamboohotel.gm

The Bamboo Garden Hotel lies in the heart of the Senegambia and refl ects the 
architectural style of the Mandingo and Fulani tribes.

The hotel o� ers a range of activities including safari excursions and visits to 
historical sites and ecotourism areas.

Accommodation consists of standard rooms and mini suites. 

Standard rooms are air conditioned with Wi-Fi, private telephone and 
bathroom. Mini suites are in a group of round huts in the gardens, each with 
two separate rooms. Each comes with mini kitchen, mini fridge, TV, telephone 
and spacious bed. A free Wi-Fi facility is installed.

The Bamboo Garden Restaurant is on a raised platform, giving diners a 
panoramic view and helping the fresh air to circulate.

Breakfast is served in a bu� et style and the restaurant o� ers both local and 
international cuisine. There is also a pool bar and a foreign exchange.

Entertainment is provided by tribal dancing groups backed by percussion and 
talking drums. 

BIJILO BEACH HOTEL
Box 4061, Bakau, Senegambia Highway, Banjul
Tel: +220 666 276; 446 2707; 446 2706 • Fax: +220 446 2703
Email: info@bijilobeachhotel.com • www.bijilobeachhotel.com

O� ering both seclusion and breathtaking views, the Bijilo Beach Hotel is less 
than fi ve minutes’ walk from Bijilo Forest Park and just 12 km from Banjul 
International Airport. 

Ideal for families, business travellers and leisure travellers, the hotel o� ers 60 
guest rooms comprising standard rooms, king superior rooms and suites. All 
rooms come with comfortable beds, extra pillows and black-out curtains as 
well as wireless high-speed internet access.

Guests have a choice of two eating places. The Clay Roof Restaurant o� ers 
international cuisine in a cosy and intimate atmosphere with ocean vistas. The 
food is freshly prepared using top quality ingredients. Breakfast is served at 
the Ocean Bay Restaurant, which is also an excellent spot for a relaxing drink.

BAOBAB HOLIDAY RESORT
Kumbo Coastal Road, Bijilo, PO Box 2997, Serrekunda
Tel: +220 (0)89 058 32; 990 5787; 629 07777
Email: baobabbookings@hotmail.com • www.baobabesortgm.com

The Baobab Holiday Resort o� ers excellent facilities up to international 
standards and impeccable service provided by well trained and friendly 
Gambians. Situated just 200 metres from a private protected beach and 15 
minutes from the airport, the resort is ideally placed for those who want to 
discover all that The Gambia has to o� er. 

The resort has 40 comfortable rooms including 12 apartments. Standard rooms 
have air conditioning and satellite TV as well as private bathrooms. All apartments 
have a private sitting/dining room and a terrace facing the sculpture pool. Meals 
are served à la carte in the Afra Garden Restaurant, where international cuisine is 
enjoyed in a relaxed African atmosphere. There is a fully stocked garden/pool bar 
where guests can enjoy live entertainment and dancing. 

Conference facilities are available. The two air conditioned conference halls 
are suitable for meetings, seminars and a variety of private functions including 
weddings, birthdays and events. The Baobab Holiday Resort is an ideal 
destination for that perfect wedding day. Dedicated sta�  are on hand to assist 
with the preparations to ensure a memorable occasion for all.
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BUNGALOW BEACH HOTEL
Kololi, PO Box 2637, Serrekunda • Tel: +220 446 5288; 446 5623; 446 0316
Fax: +220 446 6180 • Email: info@bbhotel.gm • www.bbhotel.gm

Set in beautiful tropical gardens, the Bungalow Beach Hotel has everything a 
guest could ask for in terms of relaxation. The white sands of Kotu Beach can 
be accessed directly through the gardens. Sun loungers are available for all 
guests and the beach bar serves refreshments throughout the day.

The hotel provides 110 apartments consisting of 98 standard apartments, suitable 
for single or double use; and 12 deluxe apartments. There are also seven single 
rooms. All apartments come with a living area, bedroom, kitchenette, bathroom 
and hotel service. The 12 deluxe apartments have TV and air conditioning.

The hotel’s air conditioned à la carte restaurant serves international cuisine 
and is also the venue for barbecue nights and various other theme nights. 

Other facilities include a swimming pool with sun terrace, a children’s pool and 
playground, a mini market, an internet café and an air conditioned conference 
hall with a capacity of 60 people. Nearby, guests have ready access to a range 
of restaurants, a craft market and a golf course.

CAPE POINT HOTEL
Kofi  Annan Street, Bakau PO Box 2294 SK • Tel: +220 449 5005 
Email: info@capepointhotel.net • www.capepointhotel.net 

The award-winning Cape Point Hotel o� ers both leisure and business 
travellers a secluded and relaxing place to unwind in an informal setting. The 
hotel combines a modern and professional approach to service and comfort 
with a true concern for customer care and environmental standards.

An outstanding example of Gambian baronial architecture, the hotel is 
centrally situated in the delightful coastal town of Bakau, close to the capital, 
Banjul, with its vibrant markets.

Accommodation is in fi ve two-storey buildings containing superior double 
rooms and apartments with self-catering and en-suite facilities. All rooms are 
air conditioned with digital TV, mini fridge and hairdryer.

Each of the comfortable rooms has high-speed internet access and a fi ne view 
of the ocean. There is an extended range of luxury amenities for guests. A 
work desk is provided for business travellers.

A full breakfast is served at the Clay Roof Restaurant including omelettes, 
pancakes and wa�  es, while themed bu� ets are available each evening 
featuring African, Asian and Mediterranean cuisine.

CALABASH RESIDENCE
Palma Rima Road, Kotu Beach, Kotu, PO Box 201, Banjul
Tel: +220 777 6600; 446 2293 • www.calabashresidence.gm

The Calabash Residence is located in Palma Rima, just two minutes’ walk from 
the beach. 

Accommodation consists of air conditioned self-catering apartments with 
either studio, one-bedroom or two-bedroom options. Facilities include 
wireless internet access, combination safe, daily housekeeping service and 
24-hour security. 

Spacious and comfortably furnished, the Calabash Residence is suitable for 
both short-stay and long-term guests and is also conveniently situated within 
walking distance of restaurants and supermarkets.
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COCO OCEAN RESORT AND SPA
One Bamboo Drive, Kombo, Coastal Road, Bijilo
Tel: +220 446 6500 • Fax: +220 446 6900
Email: info@cocoocean.com • www.cocoocean.com

With its discreet whitewashed buildings and individual villas, the Coco Ocean 
Resort and Spa is an opulent fi ve-star boutique property set in lush tropical 
gardens with a beautiful beachside location.

A variety of accommodation is on o� er, from rooms and suites to four Royal 
Suites with their own private swimming pool. With stylish and comfortable 
surroundings and a simple and elegant decor throughout, this is the ideal 
place for a relaxing stay.

Guests can choose from a selection of four restaurants o� ering a variety 
of fi ne dining that includes fusion, African, Moroccan, Thai, Japanese and 
European. There is also an extensive room service option.

The resort features the fi rst spa of its kind in West Africa, with specialist 
sta�  and therapists o� ering a holistic approach to treatments, relaxation 
and destressing. 

Guests can relax with sunloungers, umbrellas and individual beach cabanas 
and there is a choice of solar-heated swimming pools, making this resort truly 
an all-year-round choice.

DEJILIBA HOTEL
Seaview Plaza, Kololi, Banjul • Tel: +220 446 5505 
Email: info@djelibahotel.com • www.info@djelibahotel.com

The three-star Djeliba Hotel comprises four suites, 12 apartments and 58 
luxury and standard rooms. The hotel is an example of cross-cultural design, 
o� ering an atmosphere of comfort and a touch of class. The hotel contains 
examples of unique craftsmanship and a beautiful collection of traditional 
Gambian designs. 

With the nearby ocean providing a welcoming breeze, the Djeliba Hotel is ideally 
placed for fun, relaxation and tradition, while some of the nation’s best tourist 
markets, nightclubs, restaurants, stores and other attractions are close by.

All rooms can be prepared with single or double beds and feature satellite 
TV, single-unit air conditioning, showers and spacious closets. Rooms with 
a minibar are available. Deluxe rooms are exceptionally spacious, with larger 
wardrobe spaces, a more airy design and balconies with ocean views.

The hotel’s restaurant is the lively Poco Loco, serving good food all day.

Djeliba o� ers a leisure pool/garden atmosphere, a perfect beach view, local 
and international cuisine, poolside barbecues, spa and beauty treatment and 
an entertaining lounge-bar house band, as well as an ice cream parlour, a gift 
shop and conference facilities.

DALABA RESIDENCE
PO Box 3343, Serrekunda • Tel: +220 446 5448/9 • Fax: +220 446 5450
Cell: +221 776 1135; 970 0700; 990 0510
Email: dalaba@gamtel.gm; info@dalaba.gm

The Dalaba Residence is a high-standard bed and breakfast property situated 
in a quiet and exclusive residential district in West Kotu, to the east of the main 
tourism area. 

The hotel is just 20 minutes’ drive from Banjul International Airport and an 
airport pick-up service is available.

The Dalaba Residence o� ers a comfortable and tranquil environment only 
10 minutes’ walk from the beautiful Kololi Beach. The hotel is surrounded by 
excellent restaurants serving both African and international cuisine. 

There are eight air conditioned rooms with en-suite facilities as well as satellite 
TV, fridge and complimentary welcome drinks. Family rooms have two double 
beds and a connecting room for a group staying together. There are also 
spacious and comfortable single and double rooms and self-catering options 
are available.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner, using fi ne produce and a selection of fresh fruit, 
are served at the rooftop restaurant, which overlooks the Kololi area.
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DUNES RESORT
Kotu Beach Point, PO Box 1003, Banjul • Tel: +220 446 5660; 446 5661
Fax: +220 446 5663 • Email: info@dunes.gm • www.dunes.gm

Overlooking the golden sandy beach of Kotu, the Dunes Resort o� ers 
splendid views of the Atlantic Ocean and is ideal for a quiet romantic break, a 
family holiday or a business trip. 

The resort is just 10 km from Banjul International Airport, o� ering smooth 
arrivals and departures for guests by way of a short taxi ride or the resort’s 
own shuttle bus. 

Accommodation is in 22 units consisting of premium suites, deluxe rooms 
and family rooms, many with beautiful ocean views. All rooms are air 
conditioned with king-sized or double beds, safety deposit boxes, satellite TV 
and spacious balcony. 

Delicious international cuisine is served in the restaurant, which o� ers both 
interior and exterior dining spaces. Those dining on the terrace have a 
magnifi cent view of the Atlantic Ocean. 

The outdoor swimming pool overlooks the beach and has a sun terrace, free 
sunloungers and pool towels for the use of guests. 

Other facilities include free Wi-Fi access in the communal areas, currency 
exchange and on-site laundry service.

GOLDEN BEACH HOTEL
Kombo Coastal Road, Bijilo, PO Box 2345, Serrekunda 
Tel: +220 446 5111/ 776 3856
Email: info@goldenbeachhotel.gm • www.goldenbeachhotel.gm

The Golden Beach Hotel was opened in 2006 and o� ers a range of standard 
and junior suites, all generously spacious and equipped by modern furnishings 
and facilities.

All rooms have satellite television, air conditioning and telephone and overlook 
the ocean with private balconies. Outside the rooms, the hotel boasts wide 
gardens directly on an un-spoilt golden beach.

Other hotel facilities include two restaurants and bars, wireless internet 
connection, swimming pool with children’s area, table tennis, darts, and beach 
volleyball. Car and bicycle hire are available. There is also a meeting room for 
up to 150 people with a range of audio visual equipment.

Sumptuous meals, uniquely presented by one of The Gambia’s top chefs, are 
served at the hotel’s table d’hôte restaurant. The hotel’s extensive gardens are 
also the perfect place to spend tranquil evenings in a cool setting or to host 
outdoor functions, banquets or a private wedding by the pool.
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HOLIDAY BEACH CLUB
PO Box 312, Banjul • Tel: +220 446 0418/9 • Fax: +220 446 1751; 446 0023
Email: amatagaye@hotmail.com • Email: hbc.Gambia@yahoo.com
www.holidaybeachclubgambia.com

Located on the beautiful Kololi Beach, the Holiday Beach Club Hotel is set 
among beautiful tropical gardens. 

Accommodation consists of standard rooms and suites, each decorated 
in traditional Gambian style with a private veranda overlooking a garden. 
Standard rooms have two queen beds and suites have an additional sitting 
area with armchair, sofa and centre table.

Guests have a choice of four restaurants in the complex o� ering a wide 
variety of cuisine. A Gambian feast is organised each Saturday, with local 
performers dancing and playing musical instruments while visitors enjoy 
delicious traditional food.

For relaxation there is a large freshwater swimming pool where guests 
can luxuriate in the tropical garden surroundings. Sunbeds, parasols and 
mattresses are available for the use of guests.

For the more active guest, there are water games played in the pool including 
volleyball and basketball and for the extrovert there is karaoke every Friday night.

KAYO KULOU HOTEL
84 Sayer Jobe Avenue, Serrekunda, The Gambia
Tel: +220 439 8495; 700 7131; 907 8728
Email: enquiries@kayokulou.com

The Kaho-Kulou is a new 16-room hotel on the Serrekunda-Sukuta highway, just 
20 minutes from the airport and 15 minutes from the capital, Banjul.

The fascinating Serrekunda Market is only a fi ve-minute drive from the hotel, while 
the Senegambia area, with its nightclubs and restaurants, is within easy reach. 

The colourfully decorated Kayo-Kulou is a good choice for families, business and 
leisure travellers and its good facilities will ensure a relaxed and enjoyable stay. The 
accommodation is very a� ordable and the friendly sta�  will make guests feel part 
of the Kayokulou family.

The Redroof in-house bar and restaurant serves national and international dishes, 
sumptuous bu� ets and refreshing drinks at a� ordable prices. 

The ground-level rooms are air conditioned and comfortably furnished with 
satellite TV, telephone and intercom. Free Wi-Fi is provided in all the guest rooms.

Other services include an airport shuttle, safari trips, foreign exchange bureau and 
(on request) laundry and dry cleaning facilities.

KAIRABA BEACH HOTEL
PMB 390 Serrekunda, The Gambia, West Africa • Tel: +220 446 2940/1/2 
Email: info@kairabahotel.com • www.kairabahotel.com

Situated on the golden beach of Kololi, the Kairaba Beach Hotel is a corner of 
paradise set in 40 acres of mature gardens with fi sh ponds and over 100 types 
of plants and trees. The hotel has 150 rooms and suites including standard 
rooms, deluxe rooms, superior deluxe rooms, premium suites, executive suites, 
garden suites and the Kairaba Suite.

Arranged in a horseshoe, the Portuguese-style two-storey houses contain 
spacious rooms with shaded balconies or terraces and fi ne views of the ocean 
or the landscaped gardens and central pool. A full breakfast is served at the 
Kingfi sher terrace restaurant, while themed poolside bu� et evenings are held 
in the Malimbe*, which also has an extensive lunch menu. The Casa Fernando* 
serves Mediterranean-style food and the Shikra features international cuisine. 
The hotel also has an Ice Cream Parlour and a good choice of bars.

There is an independent health studio on site as well as recreational facilities 
including tennis courts (shared with a neighbouring hotel). There are 
opportunities, too, for stargazing from the country’s only functional observatory.
The Kairaba Hotel has a choice of conference and meeting rooms including 
the 600 square metre multipurpose Jaama Hall.  

*open winter season only
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KEAPAR MARIAM 
BED & BREAKFAST INN
Bijilo Heights, PO Box 2064, Serrekunda, KMC
Tel +220 990 9466; +220 392 5332 • Email: keaparmariam@yahoo.com
www.keaparmariam.com

Set in the heart of Bijilo, the Keapar Mariam Bed & Breakfast Inn has a well 
appointed, comfortable and relaxing atmosphere that makes guests feel 
right at home. With its idyllic location in the midst of fi ve-star hotels, Keapar 
Mariam benefi ts from all the amenities enjoyed by coastal hotels, bars and 
restaurants. Located less than 50 metres from the Atlantic coast, the resort 
o� ers wonderful ocean views.

Facilities include a conference hall, free Wi-Fi throughout the apartment, free 
cable TV, bar and restaurant, DVD player, in-room dining, 24-hour security and 
weekend entertainment. 

Optional services include tours (arranged on request), laundry services and 
private parties. 

The resort o� ers both weekly rates and monthly rates. Special rates are o� ered 
for long-term bookings and the resort also accepts corporate accounts.

KOMBO BEACH HOTEL
PO Box 694, Banjul • Tel: +220 446 5466/7/8 • Fax: +220 446 5490
Email: info@kombobeachhotel.gm • www.kombobeachhotel.gm

Located on the magnifi cent wide sandy Kotu Beach in the heart of the 
region’s tourist area, the Kombo Beach Hotel is a popular venue that makes a 
point of welcoming its guests with true Gambian hospitality. 

Accommodation consists of standard rooms, superior rooms, premium rooms, 
studios and suites. All rooms are air conditioned and come with a hairdryer, 
a TV, a fridge and either a private balcony or a patio. There are also many 
connecting rooms to make families feel welcome. 

All standard rooms and suites were refurbished in 2011. Then, during 
the summer of 2012, the premium rooms were refurbished and a new 
entertainment centre was created.

KOLOLI BEACH CLUB
PMB 241 Serrekunda • Tel: + 220 446 4897 • Fax: +220 446 3257
Email: enquiries@kololi.com • www.kololi.com

Members and guests at the Kololi Beach Club can look forward to a relaxing 
visit. Guests come back time after time and many visitors are private 
members. Each spacious villa has a daily maid service which can be upgraded 
to include personal valet, laundry and room waiter/service. Each villa is 
equipped with a kitchen.

Guests can have breakfast or lunch on the balcony, while a special evening of 
wining and dining in the privacy of one’s villa is all part of the Kololi experience.

Alternatively, guests can dine in an African gazebo on the beach and watch 
the sun go down over the Atlantic Ocean.

The beautifully landscaped but challenging 18-hole, par 3 golf course is 
suitable for both beginners and more advanced players. Forgiving fairways 
and browns (rather than greens) ensure a thoroughly enjoyable game in a 
perfect setting with wonderful wildlife. After the game, players can relax in the 
clubhouse, which has a bar.

There is also an excellent range of restaurants and bars nearby.
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LAICO ATLANTIC HOTEL & RESORT
PO Box 296 Banjul, Marina Parade, Banjul • Tel: +220 422 8601/6
Fax : +220 422 7861 • www.laicohotels.com

The Laico Atlantic Hotel & Resort is located on the coast just minutes from 
Banjul city centre.

The hotel has 204 rooms, including four suites, and provides guests with 
endless opportunities for relaxation in the Rose Garden, the exotic bird 
sanctuary or the property’s delightful private sandy beach. It is the ideal hotel 
for both leisure and business travellers.

Guests can choose from three restaurants and three bars and as well as 
taking advantage of the health and fi tness centre, which features a gym and 
massage area, and the swimming pool.

For sports enthusiasts, facilities are available for tennis, squash, volleyball, 
minigolf and croquet. There is a children’s playground for younger guests.

To ensure everyone looks their best there is a hairdressing salon and beauty 
salon. There are conference and banqueting facilities for up to 450 delegates 
and a range of meeting rooms for smaller groups.

MANSEA BEACH HOTEL
Mansea beach, Kololi • Tel: +220 446 1177 • Fax: +220 446 0023
Email: mansea@manseabeachhotel.com • www.manseabeachhotel.com

Under new ownership and recently refurbished, the Mansea Beach Hotel has 
128 redecorated and upgraded rooms and two luxury suites.

All rooms come with fan, air conditioning and large fl at-screen TV with 
multiple channels. Both suites are equipped with a fridge.

Bar and restaurant facilities comprise the main restaurant, with seating indoors 
and on the terrace, for bu� et breakfasts; the pool restaurant, for lunch and 
dinner; the pool bar; and the lobby bar, the ideal venue for a sundowner or an 
after-meal drink.

The lobby has a pool/billiard table. In the lobby, too, guests can browse the 
internet, watch TV or sit on the terrace and enjoy the garden and ocean views.

As with the rest of the property, the pool and the pool area has been 
refurbished and enhanced with new sunloungers.

Sports facilities include a fi tness room and facilities for table tennis, water 
basketball and football.

LUIGI’S COMPLEX
Palma Rima Road, Kotu Beach • Tel: +220 446 0280 
Fax: +220 446 0282 • Email: info@luigis.gm • www.luigis.gm

Set in a beautiful landscaped garden, just a 50 metre walk from the 
beach, Luigi’s is known throughout the area for fi ne cuisine and excellent 
accommodation. This is an ideal location for those who treasure independence 
without sacrifi cing comfort. Shops, casinos and nightlife are within easy reach.

This small family-run hotel consists of 17 one- or two-bedroomed self-catering 
apartments and 12 bed and breakfast rooms, all overlooking the pool and 
gardens with either a veranda or balcony. All rooms are air conditioned and 
also include ceiling fans, room safe, cable/satellite TV, fridge and tea-making 
facilities. Laundry services are available for a small fee. Wireless internet access 
is available throughout the complex.

Facilities include: pool, Jacuzzi, Holistic Health Centre and a tailor’s shop. 
Restaurants and bars include: Luigi’s Pizza and Pasta House, o� ering an 
extensive menu with a great family atmosphere. This very spacious and airy 
restaurant is set on two fl oors with a fi ne ocean view. Open all day serving 
full English breakfast and lunch. The main menu is served from 6 pm to 11.30 
pm. The poolside Barnacles Bar o� ers a full service during the day including 
snacks and ice cream. Happy Hour is an ideal time for guests to get together 
for a pre-dinner drink.
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NGALA LODGE
64 Atlantic Road, Fajara • Tel: +220 449 4045
Email: ngalalodge@gamtel.gm • www.ngalalodge.com

Situated in Atlantic Road, Fajara, just 15 km for the airport, this well established 
boutique-style hotel is ideal for couples looking for a romantic break. Child-
free and set in tropical gardens, it’s the ideal place to unwind and relax and 
has proved popular with repeat guests.

The hotel has just 18 suites, all with their own private balcony, terrace 
or garden. 

The restaurant serves international cuisine using top quality local ingredients 
and the chef, Jonathan Groves, is rapidly earning a reputation as one of the 
best in the Gambia. 

There is also a bar serving an array of cocktails and refreshing drinks.

The hotel also has a swimming pool, beach decking and access (via steps) to 
a sandy cove.

OMAKAN HOTEL
Tel: +220 768 3672; 449 6125 • Email: frontdesk@omakanhotel.com

The Omakan Hotel is a fi ve-star lounge hotel o� ering a secret but luxurious 
hideaway in the middle of a small African village. 

Located just minutes from the white sandy beaches of the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Omakan is tucked away in a peaceful setting. Here, guests can enjoy a rural 
experience that is luxurious, uncluttered and tranquil.

The hotel has 13 rooms and suites, including junior executive suites, pool 
suites, presidential suites and a penthouse, all tastefully decorated to create 
an informal and comfortable environment. All the suites feature a range 
of facilities worthy of a fi ve-star boutique hotel including a Jacuzzi in the 
presidential and penthouse bathrooms, air conditioning and ceiling fans, 
satellite TV, Wi-Fi internet access, minibar, safe, hairdryer and complimentary 
house gowns and slippers.

There are fi rst-rate amenities throughout the hotel including à la carte 
restaurant, lounge bar, massage, salon and outdoor swimming pool. 
Conference facilities are also available.

OCEAN BAY HOTEL
Kofi  Annan Street, Cape Point, PO Box 4065, Bakau
Tel: +220 449 4281; 449 5787 • Fax: +220 449 4268
Email: info@oceanbayhotel.com • www.oceanbayhotel.com

The elegant and stylish fi ve-star Ocean Bay Hotel & Resort is located at Cape Point, 
Bakau, the fi nest beach area in The Gambia, with views of the Atlantic Ocean and 
across the Gambia River. The hotel is about 20 km from Gambia International 
Airport and a regular shuttle service operates. There are 195 rooms comprising 
deluxe rooms, premium suites, family apartments and executive maisonette 
suites. All have views to the ocean or beautifully maintained tropical gardens. 

All rooms come with king-sized or double/twin beds, private bathroom with 
shower or bath, individually controlled air conditioning, spacious balcony, direct-
dial telephone, in-room electronic safe, 24-hour room service, remote control TV, 
in-house video channels and international multi-language channels, minibar and 
hairdryer. Suites have co� ee/tea making facilities and a trouser press.

The hotel has fi ve restaurants: the all-day Hacienda, fi ne dining at the Ocean 
Clipper, the Beach Club, the Pool Bar and The Plaza. Services comprise: clinic, 
drugstore, library, souvenir shop, currency exchange, car rental, 24-hour valet 
and laundry service and baby-sitting. Within easy walking distance of the 
resort, Cape Point o� ers everything from food stalls, cafés, pubs to arts and 
crafts shopping and colourful African market life.
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palm Beach hotel
Palm Beach Hotel Kotu • Tel: +220 446 1199
Email: palmbeachhotel@hotmail.com • www.palmbeachhotel.com

The Palm Beach Hotel is located on the sandy shores of the ocean surrounded 
by lush palm trees. Its 120 standard rooms, 41 executive rooms and three suites 
are all elegantly furnished and comfortable. 

All rooms have en-suite bathrooms, air conditioning and televisions. Ground 
fl oor rooms have a private balcony, while upper fl oors boast private staircases 
ascending to individual balconies. Just one step away is The Gambia’s famous 
long sandy Kotu beach with palm trees surrounding the hotel’s Eldorado 
Beach Bar, where beach beds are available to guests at no charge. 

Hotel facilities include swimming pool with children’s section, poolside bar, 
piano bar, pool table, internet café, mini market, evening entertainment, safety 
lockers and currency exchange. There is a fully equipped conference suite 
available for business meetings, parties and weddings up to 300 people. 

Dinner is served poolside with a range of choices each week from international 
buff et, barbecue, seafood or Italian buff et. For the late nights there is an air 
conditioned disco and bar. The Elephant Terrace is a beautiful quiet area 
surrounded by palms and fl owers next to the main hotel reception where 
guests can sip a drink, read a book or just relax. 

palma rima hotel
PO Box 350 Serrekunda • Tel: +220 446 3380; 446 3381
Fax: +220 446 3382 • Email: info@palmarimahotel.com
www.palmarimahotel.com

Set in spacious landscaped gardens, the Palma Rima Hotel is a popular 
complex nestling among the palm trees on the Gambian coast.

The hotel’s 152 rooms are ideal for business and leisure travellers. There are 60 
standard rooms with ceiling fans and 92 air conditioned bungalows. These are 
octagonal single-storey buildings set in gardens with patio windows opening 
onto a small terrace.

At the central point of the hotel is a large swimming pool where an informal 
ambience is maintained. The pool is surrounded by a sun terrace where guests 
can order snacks as they relax by the pool.

Daytime activities include tennis, table tennis, squash, volleyball and skittles. In 
the evening, guests are entertained by local performers. The hotel has its own 
nightclub and bar. 

The Palma Rima is located midway between the tourist areas of Kotu and 
Kololi and the area around the hotel contains a choice of restaurants, bars and 
discos as well as a jazz club.
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seafront residence
Kombo Coastal Road, Bijilo • Tel: +220 701 9000
Email: info@seafront.gm • www.seafront.gm

Escape the urban landscape and retreat to a luxury apartment at the Seafront 
Residence. Nestling among beautifully manicured gardens fi lled with swaying 
palm trees and a soothing gentle breeze from the sea, the hotel off ers 
warmth, peace and relaxation for holiday and business travellers alike. Guests 
can be sure of a pristine and romantic atmosphere. 

This oceanfront resort consists of 20 luxury air conditioned apartments 
located on the Bijilo beaches. All apartments have private balconies with 
spectacular views of the ocean or the hotel gardens and are generously 
appointed with the latest electronic amenities including a fully equipped 
kitchen with microwave, electric cooker and fridge/freezer. The apartments 
also feature satellite TV and DVD facilities, living room, separate guest toilet, 
free in-room safe and private balcony. 

The hotel has two restaurants off ering a range of cuisine, from casual buff ets 
and beachside lunches to elegant gourmet dinners and French desserts.

sarGes hotel
PO Box 2697, Senegambia, Serrekunda • Tel: +220 446 0510/1/2/3
Fax: +220 446 0515 • Email: info@sargeshotel.gm • www.sargeshotel.gm

Located in the heart of the Senegambia Beach area, Sarges Hotel is less than 
fi ve minutes’ walk from the Atlantic Ocean and just 20 minutes from Banjul 
International Airport.

The hotel prides itself on its customer service and its team of experienced 
staff  always do their best to ensure a memorable stay for all guests.

The 86-room property has 24 fully furnished studios, 36 standard rooms, 12 
deluxe rooms and 14 suites. These are made up of fi ve three-storey blocks.

All have private balconies or verandas, en-suite bathrooms, air conditioning, 
telephone and TV.

The hotel has a restaurant, a spacious swimming pool and a terrace. Laundry 
and babysitting services are available. There is a secure car park.

Leisure activities including a pool table, while facilities for tennis, squash and 
volleyball are available in the neighbourhood. Bicycles and motorcycles can be 
hired just outside the hotel. 

The 18-hole Fajara Golf Club is only 10 minutes away. Bars, restaurants, shops 
and banks are located close by.

seavieW Garden hotel
Off  Bertil Harding Highway, Kololi, Senegambia • Tel: +220 446 6660/1/2
Fax: +220 446 6650 • Email: reservations@seaviewgardenshotel.gm
www.seaviewgardenshotel.gm

Opened in 2005 and boasting 48 deluxe en-suite rooms and villas, the four-
star Seaview Gardens Hotel is situated just 400 metres from Kololi Beach and 
close to Kololi town.

All rooms are en-suite with bath/shower, a separate lounge/living space, 
balcony, direct-dial telephone, wireless internet, cable TV and private safe/
security box.

Guests can relax and enjoy Gambian cocktails by the poolside. The hotel 
organises barbecue nights with cultural entertainers and twice-weekly cocktail 
nights featuring jazz bands and other local musicians.

The fully air conditioned Jasmine Restaurant off ers all-day dining and an à la 
carte menu with a choice of European and African cuisine. At no extra charge, 
the hotel’s chef will prepare and cook any fi sh caught by guests returning 
from fi shing excursions.

Facilities include a massage room and a hairdressing/beauty salon.
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seneGamBia Beach hotel
PO Box 2373, Serrekunda 
Tel: +220 446 2717/8/9 • Fax: +220 446 3811
Email: info@senegambiahotel.com • www.senegambiahotel.com

The Senegambia Beach Hotel is one of the best known hotels in The Gambia, 
with 331 rooms and suites and an extensive range of facilities and services 
including two large swimming pools, all set in beautiful landscaped gardens 
that sweep down to the fantastic Senegambia Beach.

The hotel is located in the Kololi district of The Gambia, famous for its many 
bars, restaurants and busy craft market. 

African culture is celebrated both in the decor of the lobby area and in regular 
evening entertainment with folklore nights and themed buff ets. Everything is 
designed to remind you that you are in Africa.

Free Wi-Fi facilities available in all the public areas in the hotel.

sheraton GamBia 
resort & spa
Brufut Heights, PO Box 3311, Serrekunda • Tel: +220 441 0889
Fax: +220 441 0879 • Email: reservations.gambia@sheraton.com
www.sheratongambia.com

The Sheraton Gambia Hotel Resort & Spa is perched on a tranquil stretch of 
the Atlantic coast off ering miles of golden beaches and lush tropical gardens. 
This is an ideal resort, whether one is seeking relaxation, colourful nights – or 
an exciting business opportunity.

The 186 guest rooms include junior suites and a presidential villa with private 
pool and executive work areas. Guests can enjoy the wonderful ocean views 
while relaxing on the balcony and indulging in the luxury of in-room dining 
(available 24 hours).

Exchange stories over cocktails at the Bar-A-Cuda Pool Bar, the perfect spot 
for poolside relaxation. The Balafon Beachfront Restaurant serves delicious 
food with an array of fresh local ingredients sourced from land and sea. At 
the Crematata Restaurant the dining experience is enriched by the vibrant 
colours, fabrics and decor. This restaurant has an enchanting ambience, with 
captivating ocean views and a choice of indoor or outdoor seating.

sunBeach hotel
Kofi  Annan Street, Cape Point, Bakau • Tel: +220 449 7190 
Fax: +220 449 7193 • Email: sunbeach@qanet.gm • www.sunbeachhotel.com

The Sunbeach Hotel & Resort lies close to the small fi shing town of Bakau close 
to the mouth of the River Gambia, and has become a focal point for many 
visitors because of its superb setting, beautiful gardens and an idyllic beach. 

The resort features 184 spacious de-luxe rooms in which there are four 
disabled rooms in addition to the eight elegant executive suites, all with 
shady patio terraces with views of the ocean or the well kept garden. The 
hotel recently underwent a full renovation with all rooms now featuring air 
conditioning, state of the art designer furniture, a minibar, satellite TV, a 
direct dial telephone, an in-room safe and hair dryer. 

The many facilities at the hotel include a conference centre for up to 75 people 
as well as a private boardroom for 15 people. The wide range of dining options 
includes the Summertime buff et restaurant, La Cucina for pizza and pasta and 
Fishermen’s, for the best fi sh and seafood in town. In addition there is the al 
fresco Le Bar and The Lobby for drinks and coff ee.

The Sunbeach Hotel runs its own water sports centre with an extensive 
amount of equipment for marine fun like jet-skiing and sailing as well as golf 
and tennis centres available nearby. There are also off -site facilities for biking, 
beach buggy rental and horse riding.
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sunset Beach hotel
Kotu Stream Road, Kotu, PO Box 541, Serrekunda 
Tel: +220 446 6397; 446 3876 • Fax: +220 446 3874
Email: info@sunsetbeachhotel.gm • www.sunsetbeachhotel.gm

Sunset Beach Hotel is located by Kotu Beach in the heart of The Gambia’s 
tourism district. The hotel is known for its excellent service and the owners and 
management aim to ensure total customer satisfaction. Guests can expect to 
fi nd everything from classic three-star elegance to modern, chic comfort. 

All rooms are air conditioned with telephone and cable TV. Wireless 
connection is provided free of charge. Accommodation consists of 71 standard 
rooms, 10 deluxe rooms and 16 junior suites or apartments. Junior suites and 
apartments have a kitchenette, convenient for long-stay guests. All rooms 
have a smoke/fi re detector linked to a centrally located fi re control panel.

The garden contains a huge variety of tropical plants and fl owers and guests 
can stroll along the hotel’s own Sunset Boulevard. As the name of the hotel 
suggests, the sunsets are truly spectacular.

Guests can enjoy sumptuous buff ets and fi ne cuisine at the Sunset Café and 
Sunset Bar and Grill, located on the terrace by the pool with views over the 
beach and ocean.

Both daytime and evening entertainment is provided for guests.

sunsWinG Beach resort
SunSwing Boulevard, Kololi • Tel: +220 446 6700 
Email: reservations@sunswing.gm • www.sungswing.gm

Located on the wide sandy beach of Kololi, the SunSwing Beach Resort has 
one of the best beach bars in The Gambia, with delightful ocean views and 
sunset vistas.

Formerly known as Jerma Beach Hotel, the resort has 19 air conditioned 
bungalows, either one-bedroom or two-bedroom, all with fully equipped 
kitchens. A further 60 spacious rooms have either a pool view or side views of 
the ocean. All bungalows and rooms come with satellite TV, telephone, Wi-Fi, 
air conditioning (except standard rooms), fridge and a bathroom with shower, 
toilet and hairdryer.

The resort off ers beach entertainment and sports facilities and there is live 
music every evening to create a vibrant atmosphere. Delicious food is on off er 
at the bar and grill with seating right on the sand or in the lounge area of the 
beach-front restaurant.

Guests can relax in an ocean-facing cabana and watch the magical colours of 
the ocean by day and the moon with its refl ections at night.

The resort is 30 minutes from Banjul International Airport.

Wavecrest luXury 
BoutiQue apartments
Tel: +44 208 8869 921; +220 446 6979; +220 905 5565;
+220 701 0003 • Email wavecrest@gamnet.gm 
www.wavecrestgambia.com 

The Wavecrest Luxury Boutique Apartments are located in Kotu, St Mary’s 
District, just 10 minutes’ walk from the beach and 20 minutes from Banjul 
International Airport.

In addition to its idyllic location close to the beautiful golden beaches of Kotu 
on the Atlantic Ocean, the resort benefi ts from local amenities including the 
Senegambia Strip, bars, restaurants and shops. 

The resort off ers free Wi-Fi throughout the hotel, air conditioned rooms, 
guaranteed 24-hour electricity, DVD player, iPod player, cable TV, live 
premiership games, in-room dining, bar and restaurant.

The resort has its own rooftop eating venue, the Waves Bar & Restaurant.

Optional services include airport pick-up and drop-off , laundry service, tours 
and boot camps (arranged on request).

The resort off ers both weekly and monthly rates, special rates are available for 
long-term bookings and the resort also accepts corporate accounts.
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useful 
information
loCation
West Africa; smallest country in mainland Africa.

area
11,295 sq km (4,361 sq miles).

CaPital
Banjul.

CurrenCy
Dalasi (GMD).

tiMe Zone
Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).

CliMate
Pleasant subtropical climate with two distinct seasons. 

The rainy season is short, from July to September, 

with most of the rain falling at night. The climate is 

dry and warm from December to February, the peak 

of the tourist season. 

aVerage teMPeratures 
Midday: about 27°C (80°F) with a cooling light breeze.

Night: considerably cooler, 10°C to 16°C (50°F to 60°F).

PoPulation
1.7 million.

languages
Offi  cial language: English. Other languages: 

Mandinka, Wollof, Fula, Jola, Sarahule, Serere, 

Manjago, Creole (Aku or Pidgin English). French is 

taught in some secondary and high schools. Some 

hotel, restaurant and agency staff  speak other 

European languages such as German, Italian, Dutch, 

French and Scandinavian languages.

religious toleranCe
The Gambia is one of the most religiously tolerant 

nations in the world. Most people are interrelated, 

regardless of their religious background. It is not 

uncommon to fi nd Muslims and Christians interlinked 

through marriage or closely connected. Religious 

days and feasts are celebrated nationally. 

religious diVersity
Islam: 85 per cent of population; Christianity and 

African Traditional Religions: 15 per cent.

eConoMy
Tourism is a major contributor to th economy. Other 

areas of economic activity are agriculture, agro-

processing, fi sheries, livestock and manufacturing.
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geograPhy 
The Gambia is 180 miles long, but only 21 miles 

wide. It follows the course of the River Gambia 

as it meanders west through mangrove swamps, 

bamboo forests and salt fl ats to the capital, Banjul, 

located on a 30-mile stretch of Atlantic coast. The 

Gambia lies at the southern edge of the Sahel and 

consists mainly of savanna and open woodland 

vegetation. 

arts and Culture
The Gambia has a strong musical tradition, often 

associated with weddings, feast days such as 

the end of Ramadan, and Christmas. Traditional 

instruments include the kora (lute), 

balafon (xylophone) and tama 

(hand-held drum). 

Although most of the 

population are Muslim, 

Christmas brings a 

celebration with large lanterns called fanals, often 

in the shape of boats or houses and intricately 

designed.

banJul
The capital lies at the mouth of the River Gambia. 

The size of the capital is limited by its location, but 

the nearby towns of Bakau, Fajara and Serekunda 

are expanding rapidly.

Visitors are attracted to Albert Market with its 

exotic colours, scents, music, fabrics and crafts. 

Popular souvenirs include batik, gold and silver 

fi ligree jewellery, wood carvings and leather 

goods. The National Museum of Gambia on 

Independence Drive houses wooden carvings, 

maps and photographs. Arch 22, the city gate 

commemorating the Second Republic of The 

Gambia following the bloodless coup of July 

1994, has a museum, a café and panoramic views 

of the area. Day cruises through the mangrove 

creeks around Banjul are a popular excursion, with 

opportunities to see birds and monkeys. Tourists 

can also visit the Abuko Nature Reserve, only 15 

miles from the city centre on the way to the airport. 

PoPulation
The Gambia’s population density of 92 people 

per square kilometre makes it the fourth most 

densely populated country in Africa. There are 

eight ethnic groups living peacefully together, 

including the largest, the Mandinkas, traditionally 
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instruments include the kora (lute), 

balafon (xylophone) and tama 

(hand-held drum). 

Although most of the 

population are Muslim, 



farmers, the Fulani, traditionally herders, and the 

Wolof, mainly traders. Although each group speaks 

its own language, English is commonly spoken 

and is the nation’s official language. Not only is 

there no ethnic strife in The Gambia but there is 

increasing cultural interaction and intermarriage. 

The population is predominantly Muslim. 

Visas
Citizens of Commonwealth countries, the 

Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) and certain European countries do 

not need a visa to travel to The Gambia. Citizens 

of all other countries should apply at the nearest 

consulate or mission. 
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Quick facts 
for visitors
What to bring: Binoculars, anti-malaria medication, hat, 

sunscreen, mosquito repellent

Clothes: Lightweight, modest dress to respect Muslim custom. 

eleCtriCity: 220 volts (as in Europe). Most hotels have three pin 

sockets.

history
Arab traders in the 9th and 10th centuries AD established 

the trans-Saharan trade route for slaves, gold and ivory. The 

Portuguese took over this trade using maritime routes in the 15th 

century. The Courlanders settled on James Island, which they 

called St Andrews Island, and used it as a trading base from 1651 

until its capture by the English in 1661.

The 1783 Treaty of Paris gave possession of The Gambia to Great 

Britain, although the French retained a tiny enclave at Albreda, on 

the north bank of the river, until 1857. 

Some 3 million slaves are said to have been taken from the region 

during the three centuries of the transatlantic slave trade. In 1807 

slave trading was abolished throughout the British Empire and the 

British tried unsuccessfully to end the slave trade in The Gambia. 

They established the military post of Bathurst (now the capital, 

Banjul) in 1816.

In 1888 The Gambia became a separate colonial entity. A 

year later an agreement with France established the present 

boundaries and The Gambia became a British Crown Colony, 

divided for administrative purposes into the Colony (city 

of Banjul and the surrounding area) and the Protectorate 

(remainder of the territory). 

During the Second World War, Gambian troops fought with the 

Allies in Burma. Banjul served as an air stop for the US Army Air 

Corps and a port of call for Allied naval convoys.
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RestauRants

Butchers shop restaurant
130 Kairaba Avenue 
Fajara M Section 
Tel: +220 449 50 69 
Email: butchers@qanet.gm

Gaya art cafe
Kombo Costal Highway  
Next to Senegambia craft market 
Tel: +220 446 4022 
Email: info@gaya-artcafe.com 
www.gaya-artcafe.com 

GRound touRs

african adventure tours
PO Box 33, Banjul 
Tel: +220 449 7313 
Email: info@adventuregambia.com 
www.adventuregambia.com

GamBia tours
PO Box 217, Banjul 
Tel: +220 446 2601-2 
Fax: +220 446 2607-3  
Email: info@gambiatours.gm 
www.gambiatours.gm

discovery tours
No. 2 Bamboo Drive, Bijilo,  
PO Box 2915, Serrekunda 
Tel: +220 446 6950 
Fax: +220 446 6307 
Email: info@discoverytours.gm 
www.discoverytours.gm

West african tours 
PMB 222, Serrekunda Post Office 
Tel: 4495258/4495532 
Fax: 4496118 
Telex: 22354 WAT GV 
Email: watours@gamtel.gm;  
watours@qanet.gm;  
watours@gamnet.gm;  
www.westafricantours@yahoo.com  
www.westafricantours.com

directory
Banks

access Bank
47 Kairaba Avenue  
PO Box 3177 Banjul 
Tel: +220 439 8226-7/ 439 6679/ 439 9022 
Fax: +220 439 8372 
Email: accessbankgambia@
accessbankgambia.com 
www.accessbankgambia.com

Bank phB GamBia
PO Box 211, 11a Liberation Ave, Banjul 
Tel: +220437 6371/ 422 7944/ 422 8144 
Fax: +220 422 9312 
www.bankphb.com/gambia

first international Bank
Head Office, 2 Kairaba Avenue  
PO Box 1977, Banjul 
Tel: +220 439 6584/ 439 6580  
Fax: +220 439 6662 
Email: banjul@fibankgm.com  
Email: admin@fibankgm.com 
www.fibankgm.com

Guaranty trust Bank (G) ltd
56 Kairaba Avenue, Banjul 
Tel: +220 437 6371/ 437 6382 
Fax: +220 437 6380 
Email: corpaff@gambia.gtplc.com 
Email: corpaffgm@gtbank.com

This hotel guide has been produced through the very fruitful partnership 

between the Gambia Hotel Association and Land & Marine Publications Ltd.

Special mention must also be made of Buna Njie, Gerard Lombardo and 

Marion Nyan of GHA as well as the L&M team for conceptualising, collating 

and reviewing the third edition of the Gambia Hotel Association Guide.

On behalf of GHA, I would further wish to thank all our partners and fellow 

stakeholders for supporting this publication.

Lizzy Jallow
Chairperson, Gambia Hotel Association

otheRs

Giepa GamBia investment 
promotion aGency
GIEPA House, 48 Kairaba Avenue  
PO Box 757, Banjul 
Tel: +220 437 7378/ 437 7616-7 
Fax: +220 437 7379 
Email: info@giepa.gm 
www.giepa.gm 

GamBia tourism Board
Kotu, KMC, PO Box 4085, Bakau 
Tel: +220 446 2491 
Fax: +220 446 2487 
Email: info@gtb.gm 
www.visitthegambia.gm

r&r services ltd laundry, 
dry cleaninG, hotel supplies
Head Office: Senegambia Road, Kololi 
PO Box 2633 S/K/ Kairaba Avenue

Branch: Fajara/ The Village Mall

Branch: Bertil Harding Highway, Kololi

Head Office:  
+220 446 3505/ 777 7707

Kairaba Avenue Branch:  
+220 449 7480

The Village Market Branch:  
+220 666 6610/ 700 1476

Fax: +220 446 3496



http://www.brusselsairlines.com/experience


GAMB IA HOTEL ASSOCIAT ION
c/o Golden Beach Hotel, PO Box 2345, Serrekunda

Tel: +220 7725 379 • Tel: +220 7765 379 
E-mail: info@gambiahotels.gm • Email: gambiahotels@gamnet.gm

www.gambiahotels.gm




